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PAUL’S NOTE

Wilson Hughes re-
cently retired from
Tucson Clean and
Beautiful after a long
career of keeping
Tucsonans, and the
world, informed
about how much we
throw away and what
effect it has on our
planet.

Hughes is what has
become known as a
“garbologist.” That’s
right: if you wanted
to talk trash, Hughes
was your guy.

Before working for
Tucson Clean and
Beautiful, Hughes
was a staff archaeolo-
gist at the Arizona
State Museum. Way
back in the early
1970’s, he and anoth-
er archaeologist, the
late William Rathje,
worked on a project

that they jokingly re-
ferred to as Le Projét
du Garbage. They ap-
plied archaeological
principles to more
modern garbage
dumps, and what

they found was aston-

ishing.

According to an inter-

view that Hughes
gave to the Chicago
Tribune in 1987,
Americans threw
away 1.6 billion pens,
2 billion razors and
blades and 16 billion
diapers each year. At
that time, he also
noted how much of
what they were find-
ing was food packag-
ing. That was the
year before the intro-
duction of Luncha-

bles.

He didn’t just study
how much we throw

away, he also worked
to make sure that
our community could
do something to, at
the very least, better
manage what ends
up in the trash.
Hughes moved on to
work for the Envi-
ronmental Services
Department and
Tucson Clean and
Beautiful not just to
implement a recy-
cling program, but to
use the principles he
learned as an ar-
chaeologist to study
whether or not the
program was work-
ing as intended.

Thanks to his work,
and many others at
TCB and Environ-
mental Services, our
city has been able to
expand recycling
from telephone books
and newspapers to
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PAUL’S NOTE (CONTINUED)

include glass, aluminum and steel cans, just about everything except plastic bags, unfortunate-
ly.

Thank you for your work for our city and our environment, Wilson.

Keeping with the environmental theme, the University of Arizona president, Ann Weaver-
Hart, has signed a “sustainability agreement.” According to a U of A press release, the agree-
ment is a “solution-oriented pledge to increase the reduction of the institution's carbon waste
while contributing to initiatives meant to drive environmental vitality.”

One of the people that worked hard on getting Weaver-Hart to sign this agreement was an
ASUA Senator named Maddy Bynes. Bynes has been working on recycling and sustainability
1ssues since she was a high school student, as well as when she was a staffer in my office. Her
passion for these issues is infectious and I congratulate her on this accomplishment.

INHABIT: A PERMACULTURE PERSPECTIVE

Monday, October 12th, at 5:30, Sonoran Permaculture Guild and Sustainable Tucson host a
special evening to view a new documentary, INHABIT: A Permaculture Perspective. Perma-
culture is a unique design system for human settlement that mimics natural ecosystems. This
thought-provoking film shows how Permaculture principles help communities become more
sustainable and resilient. A panel discussion following the film will answer your questions
and discuss how permaculture principles can be applied in our Sonoran desert environment.
The panel will include Dan Dorsey from Sonoran Permaculture Guild and several Permacul-
ture landscaping business owners. The event will take place on Monday, October 12th from
5:30-8:00pm in the downstairs conference room of the Joel Valdez Library in downtown Tuc-
son. Meet & greet begins at 5:30, the 90 minute film will begin at 5:45. You can view the trail-
er at: inhabitfilm.com.
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ENVISION TUCSON

This year’s 5th annual Envision Tucson Sustainable Festival will take place October 18, from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the YWCA, 525 Bonita Avenue. The Festival will showcase the many fea-
tures of sustainable living in Tucson and our desert Southwest.

Envision Tucson Sustainable Festival will feature local organizations and companies with ex-
hibits on key sustainability issues, from solar for the home to local and regional environmen-
tal concerns, from green homes to water efficiency, from recycling to school gardens, from co-
op businesses to clean modes of transportation, and much more. With close to 40 exhibitors,
vendors, and demonstrators, there’ll be plenty of excitement and lots to do for all.

Throughout the day, local and native foods will be featured in food preparation demonstra-
tions, and examples of solar cooking will demonstrate a useful way to be sustainable. Vision-
ary speakers will address topics of local importance.

Come to the Festival: Explore what’s going on now in our community, get more involved,
learn new skills, and share your own vision of a sustainable community.

For more information: www.envisiontucsonsustainable.org and like us on Facebook at Envi-
sion Tucson Sustainable.

HOUGHTON ROAD UPDATE

Broadway Intersection Park & Ride: This project is substantially complete, and we are de-
lighted that we finally have the signs in place.

We are actively working on changing out the lighting fixtures in the parking lot. For those of
you that don't live directly adjacent to the facility, the new LED lighting fixtures that were in-
stalled do not meet the City's requirements for lighting. We have pulled the fuses of the lights
near the neighborhood, and are working with the lighting vendor to get the appropriate fix-
tures. LED lighting is quite different from the type of lighting the City used to use, and we are
finding that not all fixtures are created equal. LED is a wonderful energy saver, but also needs
to be selected for the right color and luminance to be compatible for our observatories and liva-
bility. We appreciate your patience while we get these lights adjusted.

Broadway Boulevard to 22nd Street: The scheduled completion date is Sept. 20., 2016. We
are rapidly moving forward on this project and are about five months ahead of schedule. We are
wrapping up our water line connections at the side streets and there are only a few locations
left where there will be restricted or closed access. As you probably know, if there are any wa-
ter outages, they will be a night and you will receive a 48 hour advance notice. This work
should be finished by next week.
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CAROL WEST SENIOR CENTER

Halloween Party: Udall Center will host a Hal-
loween Party on Thursday, October 29 from 1:00

p.m. to 3:00 p.m. The cost is $5.00. The event will
have DJ music, dancing, costume contest, games,

ter, Multipurpose Room.

Card Games: The Carol West Senior Addition
will host a Card Game Marathon on Thursday,
October 15 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The cost
1s $3.00. A light lunch will be provided.

Freedom Center Halloween Party: Seniors
will have an opportunity to enjoy a field trip to
the Freedom Center for a Halloween Party on
Friday, October 30. Departure from the Carol West Senior Addition is 1:00 p.m. and return is
4:00 p.m. The cost is $3.00.

Pickle-ball: A Pickle-ball Tournament will be held on Friday, October 16. Call the center for
details.

For questions on the activities listed above, please contact the Carol West Senior Addition, 791-
4121.

PARKS PROGRAMS

Spring 2016 Program Guide and Class Catalog: Watch for the Spring 2016 Program Guide
and Class Catalog to be available Monday, November 9, 2015. It will be available for free pick-
up at all Parks and Recreation facilities. For questions or more information, contact the Regis-
tration Office at 791-4877.

Arizona Symphonic Winda: The next two WINDS concerts will take place Saturdays, Sep-
tember 26 and October 3. The program will take place at the Lazslo Veres Amphitheater in
Udall Park, 7200 E Tanque Verde Rd. Concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. Bring a chair or blanket.

Boo Bash Event: The Boo Bash event will be held at the Lincoln Park, 8155 E. Poinciana
Drive on October 24, 2015 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. The event will include hay rides, games, and
trunk treats. Free admission.

Jenny Finch Softball Camp: Hosted at Lincoln Park, October 24-25. Visit
https://www .jenniefinch.com/softball-camps for information.

Field Closures: The following park facilities are currently closed for maintenance: Udall Soc-
cer Fields A-E, Lincoln Softball Fields 5-8 and Ft. Lowell Soccer and Field 8.
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Remember to like
Paul on Facebook!

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

The next Mayor and Council
meeting will be on Tuesday,
October 20. Regular Session
starts at 5:30 pm following an
afternoon study session.
There i1s always a short call to
the audience before the busi-
ness portion of the meeting.
Council chambers are located
downtown at 2556 W Alameda.

The agendas for the meetings
are posted online at http://
cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/
mcdocs

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office
for the following charities:

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable
Items

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals
and Families in Need

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses

DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/
Dance Equipment

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags




